ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

Spelling B€e

MARYVILLE ﬁj UNIVERSITY

ST. LOUIS

Spelling Bee Coordinator:  Fill in your division number below (found inside be e folder) and give
this letter to the parents of your school’s spellin g bee champion.

Dear Spelling Bee School Champion,

Congratulations on winning your school spelling bee! As your school’'s champion, you have now qualified to spell at
the regional semi-final level of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 2012 Spelling Bee at Maryville University . Maryville
University is located at 650 Maryville University Drive, St. Louis, MO 63141. For a map of Maryville University, visit
maryville.edu/admissions/visit/campusmap.

Your school is in division . The date and time that your division is scheduled to spell at Maryville University is
listed below.

Saturday, March 10, 2012 — All Semi-final Written T est Divisions and Times. Registration takes place in
Maryville University’s Donius University Center.

Division 1 — Registration starts at 8:00 a.m.; Writ  ten test starts at 8:30 a.m.
Division 2 — Registration starts at 9:15 a.m.; Writ  ten test starts at 9:45 a.m.
Division 3 — Registration starts at 10:30 a.m.; Wri  tten test starts at 11:00 a.m.
Division 4 — Registration starts at 12:15 p.m.; Wri  tten test starts at 12:45 p.m.

Tours of the campus for spellers’ parents and family members may be available during the written test. More
information on tours will be available in the registration area.

MORE INFORMATION

1. Semi-finals are a written test format . Parents, friends or family members are NOT allowed to watch the written
testing. Parents/guardians are, however, required to stay on the Maryville University campus for registration,
during testing and to pick up their speller. The semi-final written test will last approximately forty-five minutes to one
hour.

2. Winners from the written semi-final rounds will be announced once the scores are tabulated. Results will be
announced on the NIE website (nie.post-dispatch.com  /Bee) by 8pm on Saturday, March 10, 2012. Each
finalist will also receive a letter in the mail wit  h specific instructions.

3. A full-page ad with finalist names and schools will appear in the Post-Dispatch the week of March 12-16, 2012.
4. These finalists will compete in the Spelling Bee Oral Finals on Saturday, March 17, 201 2 in the Maryville

University Auditorium. Parents, family members and friends will be allowed to watch the finals. Silence is required
during the Spelling Bee finals; please do not bring children under the age of three in to the auditorium.

IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER

= In the event of inclement weather, call the Spelling Bee hotline at 314-444-7199 after 6:00 a.m. on the day of the
Bee for updated information.

= Continue to study from the 2012 Spell It! and review the Official Rules for the written, semi-final bee.

= The Bee is structured like the 2011 Spell It!, with easier words selected for the first round, gradually progressing
to more difficult words.

= |f for any reason you cannot attend your semi-final bee, call your school immediately so the runner-up may
attend.

If you have questions, please call 314-340-8961 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.



OFFICIAL RULES
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 2012 SPELLING BEE SEMI-FINEIOMPETITIONS AS APPROVED BY SCRIPPS NATIONAL SPELLING
BEE
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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17.

Spellers in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 2012 SpglBee must qualify under five basic requiremeniscecordance with the Scripps National
Spelling Bee.

The speller must attend a school that officiallyodies with the Scripps National Spelling Bee betw@eigust 16, 2011, and
December 16, 2011.

The speller must not have passed beyond the ejghtte on or before February 1, 2012.

The speller must not have reached his/her 15thdast on or before August 31, 2011.

The speller must be designated by his or her scdmtiie 2012 school's spelling bee champion.

They - for the purpose of preparing for a spellieg - must NOT have obtained a copy of the 201®@&dPronouncer Guide if
it is to be used in any upcoming spelling bee ifciwithey may qualify to participate.

Any contestant who has won a Scripps National 8jgeBee is ineligible for further competition in tBeripps National
Spelling Bee and its preliminary bees, including $itel ouis Post-Dispatch Spelling Bee.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 2012 Spelling Bee semidi is a written competition, consisting of 25 word. The pronouncer will be at
the front of the room, and all spellers wilbe seated at tables or desks — no speller will loa stage during the semi-final written test.
The pronouncer will provide the following: the siqand alternate pronunciation(s) if applicabpgt of speech, origin, definition, the word
used in a sentence, and any additional informateeded to spell the word. If a word has one or rhoraonyms, the pronouncer will
indicate which word is to be spelled. If the lgst®ord is not properly identified, either by defigiit or by distinguishing the homonyms, any
correct spelling of any homonym of the word will decepted. The pronouncer will then pause brieftg then repeat this information.
(Spellers will not have the opportunity to ask dioes about the words given.) The pronouncer thi¢ih pause for 30 seconds, and then
move on to the next word. When all 25 words hasenbannounced, the pronouncer will then recitg%livords in order from 1 to 25. No
word information will be provided during this reatiion, and there will be no time for contemplatimtween each word. There will be no
interruptions unless the judges feel that furtherification of a word is needed. SPELLERS MUST PRIRHE WORDS LEGIBLY.
Spellers are welcome to change spellings during thest; however, in changing spellings, they must oss out the spelling(s) that they
wish for the judges to disregard. If two or more pellings are provided for a single word, the judgesvill count an error for the word,
even if one of the provided spellings is correct.

Words used and definitions given in the St. LowstFDispatch 2012 Spelling Bee shall be selected fiee 2012 Spell It! (Available to the
school winner), the SpellCheck and Webster’s Thiedv International Dictionary and its Addenda setticopyright 2002, Merriam-
Webster Words will be pronounced according to the digaltmarkings.

Parents, friends, or family members are NOT invited to watch the written semi-final testing, but are reguired to stay on the Marwville
University campus during testing and to pick up speller. The semi-final written test will last approximately one hour.

The same words will be given during all four semi-fials. Spellers should not discuss these words Urtie/she is off of the Maryville
University campus. Discussing the test words withiearshot of other spellers will provide an unfairadvantage to your competitors.
Each speller will receive a number at registratishich determines the order in which the spelldrlvé seated in the testing area, and will
match up with the written test. This number mustoen at all times.

Upon entering the testing area, each speller willdogiven their test form, blank sheets of “scratch’haper and 2 ballpoint pens.
Spellers may not use pencils. Spellers may not bg any personal items into the testing area includg hats, purses and bags. There
will be no breaks. A speller who needs to leavedttesting area during the test may do so but may NDreturn to complete the test.
Use the restroom BEFORE leaving for the testing area.

Spellers will be seated with space between eadlesp&pellers must remain silent during testitiga speller is disrupting other spellers
during the semi-finals, a judge will ask the spetteremain quiet and/or take them to a specidirsgarea within the testing area, away from
the other spellersNo electronic devices of any kind are allowed in the testing area and will be grounds for disgualification.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch provides accommodationifgpellers with physical challenges involving sighthearing, speech,
handwriting legibility, and/or movement. Individual s who need special accommodation must contact the Souis Post-Dispatch
Spelling Bee (314-340-8961) NO LATER THAN MONDAY, FEBRUAR' 20, 2012.

All tests will be scored twice by two independeradgrs. If a word is illegible or if the two gradelisagree on the spelling of the word, the
judges will rule on each discrepancy. Please tefeules 16 and 17 on this page.

Webster's Third New International Dictionary and its Addenda Section, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webstertwll serve as the final
authority for the spellings of words in the St. Lous Post-Dispatch 2012 Spelling Bee. If more than erspelling is listed for a word,
any of these spellings will be accepted as corra€the word either matches the pronunciation and dénition provided by the
pronouncer or if it is clearly identified as beinga standard variation of the word that the contestahhas been asked to spell. Spellings
at other locations having archaic, obsolete or reghal labels (such as North, Midland, Irish) that ae different from those at the main
entry will not be accepted as correct.

Once all of the tests are graded, all scores wiplotted on a graph. A minimum of 30 spellersrfrine semi-finals will advance to the oral
final. Winners from the written semi-final round#lidee announced once the scores are tabulated iffflormation will be posted on the
NIE website (nie.post-dispatch.com/Bee) by 8pm ami@ay, March 10, 2012.

Spellers who do not qualify for the Finals may pickup copies of their graded official test forms athe Post-Dispatch (900 North
Tucker Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63101) between the hoursf 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. from Monday, March 26, 2012 tough Friday, April 6,
2012. Any tests left in the possession of the P&ispatch after 5 p.m. Friday, April 6, 2012 will ke destroyed. The Bee will not make
available the scores and/or graded official test fms of spellers qualifying for the Finals.

Per Scripps National Spelling Bee: The nationakeffiill not render judgements relating to the catdii local spelling bees. Individuals
bearing complaints or questions about the conducical spelling bees should register their consemith local spelling bee officials. The
St. Louis Post-Dispatch reserves the right to eeeisamend these rules at any time. DECISIONS OFAIOSPELLING BEE OFFICALS
ARE FINAL.

The judges are in complete control of the competitim The decision of the judges shall be final on afjuestions.
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