
Creating
Classroom

Rules 
Together

Creating rules are essential for effective classroom

management. Creating classroom rules with your

students allows will help establish a culture of

collaborative learning in your room. 



Set
Guidelines

Use positive language when writing rules! It helps to

create an environment where the students know you trust

in their ability to cooperate, show respect and be their

best selves. When they feel you believe this of them, they

begin to believe this of themselves. 

Rather than saying, "Don't touch other people’s

belongings," we use positive language like, “Keep your

hands away from your classmates’ belongings,” 

Be Positive!

Short List
It's best to select only a few rules — those that contribute

to successful learning and an orderly environment. It's too

hard to remember a long list! Make your rules as clear and

specific as possible. 



Set it up
Creating rules can be overwhelming for students, so it
can be beneficial to give them some guiding questions
to start with. 

#1
Write the guiding questions in gridlines on

your whiteboard. Be sure to leave space

under each question. 

#2
Give each student a pack of individual sticky

notes. Pose the question to your students

and have them write one rule that they

think would fit under this question. 

#3
After each student has completed their

rule, have them walk up to the whiteboard

and stick their rule under the question.



questions
How should I treat my classroom
and classroom materials?

How can I get the most out of
this class?
These rules and expectations are related to learning,

such as doing homework and class participation.

How should we treat those
around us?

What should we do when we
disagree?
These rules and expectations involve interactive issues

such as getting along with their peers and being

respectful about differences between students.



questions
How do we stay safe in our
classroom?
These rules and expectations are more important

with younger children, but they apply to all. They

include being on time, lining up and behavior in

common areas, etc. They can also include safety

procedures to inform students what to do when

there is a dangerous situation in school.

What should I expect of myself?

How will I act with integrity?
These are rules and expectations that students

create for themselves to help them be better

students and to improve the way they treat others.


